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Dan TAKE HEED? "y irarbets;; AND krEP uv 
| SOUL. DILIGENTLY, "LEST? TH OU FORGET: THE. 
THINGS WHICH THIN E EYES HAVE SEEN, AND | 
LEST THEY DEPART R THY "HEART ALL THE 

| re OF: THY ne | 
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BIA, tween our own Nation and that of the Iſ- 


6 f W 5 1 raelites, which ſtood in a nearer and more 


N immediate relation to Gop than any other 
II people of the world hath ever done; I ſhall 
1 deduce from the words, which I have re- 
Pan to you, the following general propoſition 1 imme- 
diately reſulting from them, and applicable to every na- 
| * tion 
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Tages and igna al National laber ay tho N 
they are conferred under a proportionable obligation of 
duty, and require at their hands ſuitable returns of grati- 
tude, 5 1385 obedience, 1 to e Goo the author 
of chem. j 15 07 . . 1 8 | « 
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Govp's e he had ſet before them; — 7 rows 
nearneſs unto, them,” and readineſs to hear then, in alf 
things for which they called upon him“; in all thoſe 
wonderful . things which their eyes had ſeen,” giving 
them relief in all their diſtreſſes, and victory over all their 
enemies. From the like inſtances: of Gop's great good- 
nieſs to this Nation, I ſhall endeavour to excite in you a 
due ſenſe of the obligations incumbent on vou; and to 
remind you of the proper returns ns of Mey. which . 
ep cos demand of 7 nM 1 | 5 
A the gelt b 81 let us reflect on 5 BIT) a 
un important of all the bleflings which Gop hath be- 
towed upon us, Our moſt Holy Religion; that pure and 
or 0 form of Ti ys which By his good pro- 


vidence 


— 


4 3 4 - 
idea hath. been = eſtabliſhed among ud, and throogh 
ſo many dangers preſerved to us. We enjoy in its full 


light the complete revelation f Gong 8 will to mankind 


delivered by Jzs0s CnrIsts true and genuine Chriſtia- 
' nity, reformed. from the groſs errots of Popery ; reduced 
to the original ſtandard; of the Goſpel ; in doctrine regu- 


lated - altogether. by the holy Scriptures; in order and 


worſhip as nearly as may be: conformed to the model of 
the Apoſtolical and Primitive times. The Church of 
England profeſſeth to found all her doctrines upon the 
holy Seriptures alone; © fo, that whatſoever is not read 


therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required 


of any man, that it ſhould' be believed as an Article of 
Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceffary to ſabyation.” 


And her. Minifters act agreeably to this principle; they 


do not affect a dominion over the faith of tbe Laity ; 
they do not pretend to lord it over God's s heritage; to 
dictate doctrines to which che people are bound to give an 
implicit aſſent, ot precepts to Which they are to yield a 


blind ſubmiſſion. they ſend you « to.the law. and to the 


teſtimony” ; they exhort yow to: ſearch the holy Scrip- 

tures, which lie open before you; to make a diligent and 
irapartial inquiry into the truth of what they themſelves 
deliver; to ſee with: your own eyes, and to judge with 


bliſhment is founded on che right of private judgment, ſo 
it freely allows to others that liberty, which it bath vin- 
ücated to el 5 6 it diſclaims all cocrcive methods, nei- 


your own underftandings. And as our Religious Eſta- 
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4 6 y - 
ther forcing others into ſubjeRtion, rs its o m 
members by violence; it gives all reaſonable indulgence 
to weak and ſerupulous conſciences, and treats with cha- 
rity and forbearance. thoſe who think themſelves obliged 
to diſſent from it. In matters of order and decency, in 
the form and manner of worſhip, our Church hath moſt 
judiciouſly and happily attained the due mean between 
Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm; not ſubject td ordinances, 
nor yet wholly diſdaining 1 the uſe of them ; ; not indulging, 
| on. the one hand, a vain oſtentation of pompous ceremo- 
nics, or attributing imaginary efficacy to empty ſhews and 
mere outſide performances; nor, on the other, rejectiug 
ſuch order as the decency and ſolemnity of religious wor- 
ſhip require, or leaving Ade votion to the dangerous gui- 
dance of wild fancy and inflamed imagination. Her 
| public Offices are conceived in the true ſpirit of ſincere, 
rational, well - inſtructed piety; ; delivered in language in - 
telligible, ſimple, unaffected, yet in the higheſt degree ſo- 
lemn and powerful; by an expreſſive phinneſs informing 
the .underſtandingi;' by a well-judged' variety awakening 
the attention; by a fervent ſtrain of devotion ra 4 
the heart, « and | engaging 250 alfections. by 5 1 15 


ar Ibach are 8 to | Almighty © Geb; not en | 
for this his unſpeakable gift itſelf, for the bleſſing of ſo 
excellent an Inſtitution once beſtowed upon us; but for 
his continual merey alſo in preſerving it to us, through 
ſo many and ſuch imminent dangers, ſuch frequent and 


J | 7 dreadful | 


43k 


dreaafii conflicts? How nearly Was" bur Rel gol Eg. 
bliſhinent oppreſſed alinoſt in its birth, when Popery, but 


newly baniſhed, * returned again” with exa zerated: fury; . 

breathing revenge and flaughter? To what extreme ha- 
zard was it afterwards perpetually expoſed, from he reſt- 
leſs attempts, the open aſſaults, and the dark machinations; 
of the ſame inveterate enemy Plots? and confpiracies, at | 
vowed pretenſions'oF arbitraty'power, repeated rebellions} 
all means have beet tried, and every effort hath been ex. 
erted, to bend our flecks under the yoke, which our fa- 
thers were not ablé to bear-. On the other hand, how! | 
Z totally was the Religious Conſtitution of thĩs nation der- 
turned, in that general confaſionr'of all our rights, divine 
as well as human, whic Rebellic mn, fomented by Fana- 
ticiſm and Hypocriſy, brought upon us? Vet it pleaſed 
Gop, in his goodneſs wonderfully to reſtore it, and through 
ſucceeding dangers and difficulties continually to preſerve 
it. It is now'ſeated upon a rock ; and the malice, the 
fraud, and the force of its enemies, by the Hung + of 
2 8. _ not „ por 1 it. Wo 
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N * x 1 to our Holy Kai che ery blefling, for 
whith we ſtand indebted to Almighty God, is that of our 
Laws and Government. Our Civil Conſtitution was from 
the firſt founded on the liberty of the People ; which 
was an eſſential part of the form of government, that 
univerſally prevailed among the northern nations, and 
Was ranſplanted hither with our Saxon anceſtors. The 
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n SL 17 
people had their acknowledged rights, and the-obli pation 
Was reciprocal between them and their governors. Theſa 


were legal kings, not arbitrary tyrants; they were bound 
and reftrained by the laws of the community, framed with 
the people's participation and conſent. But it muſt be 
owned, that liberty had for a long time many « difficulties 
to encounter. > Suppreſt by the exorbitance of Regaliand 
of Ariſtocratical. . it nevertheleſs. fill -retaihed e- 
nough of life and vi gour to be able to exert itſelf effer- 
tually, eee 5 and at length, hy a more equal 
participation of property communieated to the people. it 
was enabled to maintain its own. cauſe, anti to eſtabliſh. an 
2 wider and firmer foundation of law its rights hitherto 
precarious and inſecure. The great fabric. of the Bri- 
tiſh Conſtitution was raiſed by low degrees, and perfect · 
ed by repeated improvements: it was the work of ages 

| to bring it to that beauty of proportion, that rm gonne 
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tion of parts, that W and eee in bie 1 now 
Lubſiſts. ey 3 4 | 8 3 87 
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T 0 Aiſptay the ice of this Nas 85 en 85 
fully and at large, as the ſubject deſerves, is beyond my 
preſent deſign : ; I ſhall only endeavour to trace out ſome. 
of the great lines of it, and to turn your attention to thoſt 


parts, from whence our happineſs in as ana of it 


moſt viſibly ariſes. 5 is 
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doe che Go' POP ment is Happily placed W the 
twoextremesof Deſpotie power and Popular licentioulheſs: 
it i is wiſely compoſed of ſuch a due mixture of the ſeve- 
ral imple" forms of e government, thoſe of One, of a Few, 
and of Many, as to retain as far as poflidle the advantages, 
and to exclude the i inconveniences, peculiar to each; and 
the parts are ſo nicely combined and adjuſted, that the 
ſeveral” powers co-operate and move on together i in con- 
dert and agreement, mutually tempering, limiting, and re- 
; ſtraining, yet at the ſame time Uding, ſupporting, and 
Are? ae each other. ky | 
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an E ethane bf the whole A from the mated} 
konisch, and the mutual oppoſition, of the ſeveral con- 
Rituent parts. The Three different Orders, which com- 
pofe the ſyſtem, including every part of the community, 
And poſſeffing the unlimited authority of the whole, are 
connected together by a power of ordaining, belonging 
jointly to them all ; they are oppoſed to one another by a 
power of hindering, belonging ſeparately to each: by the 
former they are enabled to providefor the goodof the com- 
munity in general; by the latter they are diſabled from 
encroaching on each others rights, « or opprefling any part. 
The Sovereign Power is the main ſpring of the machine; 
it is not only the firſt mover, but the principal regulator 
of the whole movement : and the reſtraining principle is 
fo diſpoſed, as to direct and moderate, without obſtructing 


Fd 


the motion. Every one of the Three Powers is a mo- 
dorating power, placed between two. others ro; and ready; to 


aneh that civil hiſtory « can furniſh. . 


6 


exert its force on either hand; ta aid or reſiſt, to incite or - 
repreſs, . as the exigence may det | d. Thus the Ariſto - 


| cratical Power is as it were, the Ithmus between the: Re, ? 


gal and Popular Powers, keeping each within its due 
bounds, nor ſuffering, cither to overflow its ſhores., Each 


| of the files. in its turn hath alike influence in re 
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| Collective bedy of. the — wholly excluded — devel. Y 


ving its. rights on the Repreſentative; . for it not only 
creates the Repreſentative body, but holds i it when created 


in continual reſtraint by the freedom and the frequency | 


of a new choice. Such are the fundamental prineiples, 
ſuch the general plan of our ſyſtem of government: a 


ſyſtem, beautiful and admirable i in theory, beyond. all the 


ideal forms that political wiſdom hath ever conceived ; 85 
uſeful and ſalutary i in practice, . all the gen ex- 15 
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Tu! E firſt and moſt Sons. DI ok of © our. - Civil 


Conſtitution appears .in the due diſtribution of the Legiſ- 


lative power among the ſeveral orders of the community, 
and the large ſhare of it into which the. People are ad- 
mitted. The greateſt and moſt important privilege that 
any people can poſſibly enjoy, is to be governed by laws 


framed by their own advice or conſent. Now as the 


people in their Collective body are not, by reaſon of their 


Heilti- 


TY F 


niiliiczite; capable of diſcuſſing aus}; of conſulting and . 


debating in an orderly manner, and of forming well „ 
weighed reſolutions; all this can be no otherwiſe man ” | 
ged than by Repreſentation: and the act of Repreſenta- „ 
tives fr ly choſen by themſelves is juſtly eſteemed their „ 
ovvrn act. If abuſes in this part are complained . J 
be conſidered, from whence the abuſe originally ſprings? ES, 
There can be no ſtronger proof of the true liberty ory - . 
people; than' that they cannot be deprived of any part of — 
their liberty, or of the benefits of it, but by their o.]n 
fault. Freedom in its very nature is liable to abuſe; and 
national freedom, in which conſiſts civil dignity, is like 
the free will of man, which i is the foundation of all moral 
worth; they are both precious' talents committed by Al- 
mighty Gop to our care, and we are accountable for the 
management of them to our country, to our 'own con- 
ſcience, and to Gop: to bind them up by any neceſſary | 
reſtraint from abuſe, would be in effect to annul and to 
deſtroy them. It muſt be allowed then, that the people - 
of this nation do enjoy, as fully as i in the nature of things ol. 
they are capable of enjoying, and as far as they have the 
will and the virtue to enjoy ĩt, the great advantage of be- ; 
ing governed by laws of their own framing, or to which 
they give their free aſſent· And this great privilege alone 
manifeſtly includes in it the ſecurity: of life, of freedom, 
of e oi of mae . that is Wanne or . LON 
man. 
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"hy the Legia power, > abi roguinen . n 
ſel. and mature deliberation, is very properly placed in the 
bands af Many, and thaſe of different ranks; that the in- 
tereſts of all may be eonſulteſt; ſo is the Executive power, 
Which requires immediate actien, with equal - propriety 
committed to One. The adminiſtration of government 
reſides in the Sovereign; who of all earthly monarchs 
approaches neareſt in the nature of his government to wel 
great Governor of the univerſe; who governs, by fixt dad 
ſtated laws 3 whoſe power is. exerciſed, in aiding: protect · 


ing, relieving, in juſtice, in mercy, in goodneſs; but ig 
incapable of being edoployed in injury and wrong. As 
the whole government is. diſtributed, by commiſſion to 
miniſters and officers, and, every part is to he executed by 
them agreeably to known. rules, and in ſubſervience to the 
laws; theſe become reſponſible for mal-adruniſtration, and 
are accquntable to the Repneſentatives of the people, and 
_ te. the Supreme Judicatuxe of the kingdom. e is the 
- dignity: of che Sovereign conſulted, and the welfare of the 
people moſi-offeQually ſecured, The Prince bas. the ho · 
- nour of being the miniſter of Go v for good to his pe- 
ple; of ruling ſubjects, not ſlawes; of governing by law, 
not by arbitrary will and caprice: and the people ate 
bappy in obeyisg a legal menarch, not a tyrant; in ſeeu- 
rity from oppreſſion under the protection of theic own: 
laws; in a power of doing whatever the laws permit, and 
of not being compelled. to do what the laws do not com- 
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ue) RE remains a 420 the foi 
| f ie power of Jodicature :. which i in our Sicc Cönfki- 
tution“ * ft juſtly tem pered. fo properly diſpoſcd, and 
5 in ſucli . fafe and faithful hands, that there never 
exiſted any nation, whoſe happineſs in this reſpect was o 
wifely confulted, or fo effectually ſecured; © It i is the great: 
and: fingular privitege of every ſubje& of this happy ſfare- 
to be judged by kis own Equals: by thoſe, who from 4 
_ fimilitude' of ſituation, of circumſtances, of inteteſts, ad 
even of ſenſations, are moſt likely to give judgement with 
1 Jaftice, with candor, with equity, with mikinefs and ten- 
dernefs; as friends, rather than judges; . gs an afſembly- ol | 
We wacher than a tribunal of inquiſitorz. Appoin 
ed in ſuch a manner, as to leave as little room as poflible 
for fraud, malice, or prejudice ;' confifting of ſuch num · 
ber, as that their unanimous conſent muſt imply. 2 clear 
and certain inveſtigation: of truth ; fo far Hable to the 
refuſal of the party whoſe life or property is in queſtion; 
that thoſe who are not refuſed may juſtly be eſteemed « of his. 
own choice.. The venerable Magiſtrate” who prenounees 
ſentence, though- diſtinguiſhed by the name ef Fadge,. | 
bears in reality a character ſuperior: to the ordinary import. 
ef that name: that of a Beipg abſtracted from alt exter- 
nal regards; without affection or partiality, wiehsut paß 
| _— e 14 is Law herſelf uttering her dectees 
with 


” with a human voice, Sh abſolves wich 8 id 
puniſhes without reſentment. | It was one of the firſt cares 


che independency of this venerable 
the peffible influence of the Soverei eign po 
25 induced to it by any! late experience or preſ | 
' fon of inconvenience ; but prompted. by a juſt ; and deli- 

cate ſentiment of what is right; by a jealous ſolicitude 


the, laws is oper a 


be de 
l delay of Juſtice, often more grievous; than the extreme ri- 
Sour of i it; he has all the advantages of a fair and candid 
dale. of a . and open defence. And the unhappy Con- 
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of our gracious Sovereign to W the dignity, and ſecure 
character even from 


for the ſafety and welfare of his people. The benefit of 
0 Al end, Jules is a 1 


Kd. 


An Annual, . Klee ig But as "a views s of Low, are uni- 


verſal,. and not particular; ; and while the fixes her eye 
20! general good, ſhe cannot ſee every poſſible circum- 5 


Nance, that may divert. or obſtruct her deſign ; whoever 
thinks himſelf diſtreſſed or injured in his property by the 
rigid rule of law, incapable in its nature of plying to the 


peculiar 0 of of his caſe, to him acceſs is open to = 
Seat of. Equity, and . the Supreme Judicature of the 


nation: : where Reaſon, mitigates the ſeverity of Law, 


or rather ſeizes het true ſpirit, and fulfills her real inten- 


| tion. In Criminal Cauſes, the party accuſed MGantayns 
| the freedom of his perſon, except.in offences of the moſt 


enormous natute, hy giving caution for his appearance; 
nands a ſpeedy hearing, and is not oppreſſed. by the 


4 13 5 fs | : : 5 : | 2 wes 
: ; | 


. 1 ry * 5 
daa, hing under the” ſevere ſentence of the) 
ompaſſion would be aweakneſs, and lenity acrime,. 

ill dires his hopes and his addreſſes to che throne'; 

ercy is together with Majeſty, and i is ever 


. po to extend. her r grace to __ POO ns Wag 6 
offer itlelf. e EP e 
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8 5 vc ww? in its principal parts is bür 4 ex abaltenit bre © 
FE in which the general good of the v whole, 
and the wel ite of every part of the com imunity, is more 
effeQuilly\provided for, than it appears 1 to have been m 


= 


- 


4 


any other nation, in any 486, or i in any part of the WC world, 
In the preſent ſtate of things, what we call 5 perfect is ons 
: ly ſo i in a comparative, not an "abſolute fot "that is the | 

moſt perfect form of government, which h 14 HARE? elt 
fault, and is ſubjeR "to to the leaft in hconve cdi ences 3 55 
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1 
ger a Ages 7 perfect, 2. as in ay 1 


and in an inſtitution of ſo complicated a nature, can rea- 


fonably 1 be e xpedted. If we look round us, an and c compare 
our own condition 1 in this reſpe& with! any of the neigh- 
bouring nations; ; if we look backwards; and compare dur 
preſent ſituation with that of our forefathers at any for- 
mer time ; we ſhall fee abundant reaſon to rejoice in ou 
lot, and to magnify the goodneſs of Go p towards us. "If 
we reflect on the great and fignal mercies, the many won= 
derful deliverances vouchſafed in extreme perils to this 
N 1 ſtate 


* 


ET 
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ſelves experienced ; when i in a long, a 


Wan we cannot bu greed acknowlodge 
the Divine protecti 


Our Civil Nc nes h haye generally 3 
poſed to the lache — and, hate run the ſane hazard 


5 together: but every, attempt to. averthrow them bath, in 
. - Ns. conſequences, 'by the providence of Gop, manifeſtiy | 


tended to the more perfect eſtabliſhment of both. And 
{till more ſenſible muſt we be af our infinite obligations 
to Almighty Gon, if to all theſe inſtances. .of dixine far 
vour tranſmitted to us through the hands of gur fathers, 
we add his, late. mercedes, thoſe recent examples of his : 
goodneſs, * « which. our eyes have ſeen,” and we have 0 our- 
ö perilous, and. der 
KuQive War, begun with Aifadvantage,, and for ſome 
time e with loſs md N on. our Ks it 
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' to go 8555 with our e od. armies, and to crown 5 
us in victories in every quarter of the globe; to blaſt 
the deſigns | of great, numerous, and govertul e enemies, 
and through \ dangers and diſßculties to conduct us to ſac- 
ces and ecurity, to conqueſt and peace. 8055 Happy art 
thou, O Britain: Who is like unto thee, O People ſaved 
by the Lozp ; who. is the ſhield of thy help, and the 
ford by which thou haſt triumphed ! Thine enemies. 
are found liars unto thee, and. thou haſt Yodden, upon 
W * * * 


« War 
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« Wrir return then alt” eunto the Long N 
for alt His benefits ar he "hath: beſtowed upon usb“ 1¹ 


behoves. us ory to take h x | * es, Teſt we f fors et . 


theſe things, and left they y ever depart. from 0 our Hearts] * 


1 wa 


to ackni Bend and adore: 550 5 great, et undefeive?,. 
goodneſs to us ; to be fenſible. of theſe! Peculiar bleffing s, 
and-to. feel our 5; fingular happineſs ;: to maintain, | 1h 


ET. 7 
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to cher riſh. in out minds a proper eſteem: and reverence, © 4 4 
due: affe ction and zeal, for our moſt holy 7 Religion, a = _ 
our moſt excellent Civil Pofity'; * and te hew 5 forth in our. 1133 1 
lives and converſation. thoſe Fruits of g 8 odlineſs and honef .. = 
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RILEY us. in the firſt place to have a due ſenſe: 


of 5 ineſtimable bleſſing which we enjoy. in the 


F 11 8 "2 


of the Goſpel, , which hath diſſipated. the : obſcurity, of na ; 


'% 


* F* 


tural religion, and the groſs darkneſs of 1 heatbeniſm; and 


"=: 


in in the liberty of the Reformation, whicls bath deliver 


us from the abſurd, . ſuperſtitions, the g manifold: p. ö 


tions, and the inſupportable bondage of Popery... If v 
Prize theſe great bleſſings as we ought 5 and are actuated 
with A, ſpirit becoming them, we ſhall be ever. zealous: to 
maintain and ſecure them to ourſelves; and. when. oc =) 
fion offers, and as far as our influence extends, to impatt 


aud communicate them to. others: to which great worxk 5 7» 
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: Uf zeal and charity the providence of Gov ſeems © 3 at this 
ime expreſsly to call u ening an immenſe field t 


—_ 2 pious, ee the vaſt acceſſion 


of + +a 
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eful not-to.diſgr race our 


r r intolerant e theo | 


£1 
7 . 
414 


ate, a ma ark o linction, or an oc eee, 


1 faction; oy e to caffe ak 
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AA Fpve ſenſe of our. bi en to g „ AS 
WW citizens and members of the beſt regulated Polity, w wi 
—_. engage us to a conſcientious diſchar of eve ry ' brane of 


| - 8 : 


_— + £8 


EN 5 Aut ariſin 8 from that relation: to aid, affiſt, and concur © _ 
With our ' governors, each according t to our ſeveral, ſta· 


= - p 1 | | ok 
= tions and abilities, in purſuing t the great ends 5 27 0 


1 


ent; in procuring the yon the ſecurity, 
F the whole 05. 
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XX 
7 
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t,m, probity, an 


L ce, among our fellow e in 1 


EN eee nd: reſtraining . all immorality, and profa- 
„ and every kind of vice, as the bane of ſociety, the | 


« 


ſure deſtruction of Rates and empires: and always to 
our ee to the laws ES our r country by a Wer 
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to. Magiſtrates er f every = — 85 Na 
ihed reverence to the H igheſt, | a 


wed 
IE 


nina oem: | the Ae 
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NET 


Eo our r Govern ors, 


penſed unto us; of 


charity, amon 


expected, and will certainly be required of tho 
| have been fo highly favoured of GoD, and enj 
full extent all the 3 | 


Religion. 
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